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CLAIMS 

1 . A method for scrolling through at least part of a complete multimedia data set 
including still images, video, audio, and text, the method comprising: 

receiving the size of a complete data set; 

displaying a first scrollable region of indicators that represent the complete data 
set, the first scrollable region having a first marker to indicate a current selection from 
the complete data set; 

displaying a second scrollable region of indicators that represents a subset of the 
complete data set in the first scrollable region, the second scrollable region containing a 
second marker indicating the current selection from the complete data set; 

displaying a third region for displaying a current selection from the complete 
multimedia data set; and 

receiving user input to move the second marker between a first indicator and a 
second indication in the second scrollable region of indicators whereby the current 
selection in the third region is changed to correspond to a new selection from the 
complete multimedia data set corresponding to the second indicator. 

2. The method according to claim 1 , wherein the step of displaying a second 
scrollable region includes displaying a second scrollable region formed as a geometric 
shape selected from the group of geometric shapes consisting of trapezoids, 
rhombuses, triangles and rectangles. 

3. The method according to claim 1 , wherein the step of displaying a second 
scrollable region includes displaying a second scrollable region with an edge adjacent 
to the third region, and the edge comprises a series of thumbnail images corresponding 
to images included in the complete data set that are represented by the subset of 
indicators. 
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4. The method according to claim 1 , wherein the step of displaying a second 
scrollable region includes displaying a second scrollable region comprising a 
trapezoidal scroll area forming a base, a top, a first side and a second side, the 
trapezoidal scroll area oriented so that the top is parallel to the first area and in close 
proximity thereto, and the base is positioned near the second area, and a series of 
separators defining a plurality of continuous regions within the trapezoidal scroll area 
wherein the regions are formed closer together at the top of the trapezoidal scroll area 
and the regions fan-out to be further apart at the bottom of the trapezoidal scroll area. 

5. The method according to claim 4, wherein the step of displaying a first scrollable 
region of indicators includes displaying the first scrollable region of indicators along an 
edge of a display. 

6. The method according to claim 4, wherein the step of displaying a second 
scrollable region includes displaying the series of separators defining a plurality of 
continuous regions selected from a group of separators consisting of lines and curves. 

7. The method according to claim 1 , wherein the steps of displaying a first 
scrollable region includes displaying the first scrollable region through a web browser 
interface. 

8. The method according to claim 4, wherein the step of displaying a second 
scrollable region includes displaying a second scrollable region comprising a 
trapezoidal scroll area which is isosceles when the first marker to indicate the current 
selection from the complete data set is placed within the first scroll region at a position 
that indicates a position which is approximately halfway through the complete data set. 
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9. The method according to claim 1 , wherein the step of displaying a second 
scrollable region includes displaying a second scrollable region comprising two or more 
adjacent columns of indicators positioned parallel to the first scrollable region, the 
indicators positioned in the two or more adjacent columns so that a series of indicators 
are presented in each of the columns starting from a column closest to the first 
scrollable area contains indicators which are a subset of the indicators that represent 
the complete data set and each of the subsequent columns immediately adjacent to the 
first column contains a subset of the indicators in a column which closer to the first 
column. 

10. The method according to claim 9, wherein the step of displaying a second 
scrollable region includes displaying a second scrollable region comprising two more 
adjacent columns further comprising the sub-steps of: 

animating the display of the indicators in the columns so that the indicators are 
updated in linear rolling motion through the columns to reflect any new subset of 
indicators positioned into place whenever the user input to move the second marker is 
received. 
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11. A computer readable medium comprising programing instructions for scrolling 
through at least part of a complete multimedia data set including still images, video, 
audio, and text, the method comprising: 

receiving the size of a complete data set; 

displaying a first scrollable region of indicators that represent the complete data 
set, the first scrollable region having a first marker to indicate a current selection from 
the complete data set; 

displaying a second scrollable region of indicators that represents a subset of the 
complete data set in the first scrollable region, the second scrollable region containing a 
second marker indicating the current selection from the complete data set; 

displaying a third region for displaying a current selection from the complete 
multimedia data set; and 

receiving user input to move the second marker between a first indicator and a 
second indication in the second scrollable region of indicators whereby the current 
selection in the third region is changed to correspond to a new selection from the 
complete multimedia data set corresponding to the second indicator. 

12. The computer readable medium according to claim 10, wherein the programming 
instruction of displaying a second scrollable region includes displaying a second 
scrollable region comprising a trapezoidal scroll area forming a base, a top, a first side 
and a second side, the trapezoidal scroll area oriented so that the top is parallel to the 
first area and in close proximity thereto, and the base is positioned near the second 
area, and a series of separators defining a plurality of continuous regions within the 
trapezoidal scroll area wherein the regions are formed closer together at the top of the 
trapezoidal scroll area and the regions fan-out to be further apart at the bottom of the 
trapezoidal scroll area. 
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13. The computer readable medium according to claim 1 1 , wherein the programming 
step of displaying a second scrollable region includes displaying a second scrollable 
region comprising two or more adjacent columns of indicators positioned parallel to the 
first scrollable region, the indicators positioned in the two or more adjacent columns so 
that a series of indicators are presented in each of the columns starting from a column 
closest to the first scrollable area contains indicators which are a subset of the 
indicators that represent the complete data set and each of the subsequent columns 
immediately adjacent to the first column contains a subset of the indicators in a column 
which closer to the first column. 
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14. An information processing system with a display for presenting a graphical user 
interface (GUI) for two dimensional (2-D) scrolling through at least part of a complete 
multimedia data set including still images, video, audio, and text, the information 
processing system comprising: 

a memory device for receiving parameters for size of a complete multimedia data 

set; 

a display for presenting a GUI with a plurality of areas comprising: 

a first scrollable area for displaying a series of indicators that 

represents the complete multimedia data set; and 

a second scrollable area for displaying a geometric shape; 
a third area for displaying a current selection from the complete 

multimedia data set; 

wherein the geometric shape is trapezoidal scroll area, the trapezoidal scroll area 
forming a base, a top, a first side and a second side, the trapezoidal scroll area 
oriented so that the top is parallel to the first scrollable area and in close proximity 
thereto, and the base is positioned near the third area, and a series of separators 
defining a plurality of continuous regions within the trapezoidal scroll area wherein the 
regions are formed closer together at the top of the trapezoidal scroll area and the 
regions fan-out to be further apart at the bottom of the trapezoidal scroll area; 

a marker presented in the trapezoidal scroll area for designating the current 
selection from the complete multimedia data set so that when a user moves the marker 
from a first region to a second region within the plurality of continuous regions, the 
current selection in the first scrollable area is changed to a new selection from the 
complete multimedia data set. 

15. The information processing system according to claim 16, wherein the display 
has an outer border and the first scrollable area is displayed along the outer border. 
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16. The information processing system according to claim 14, wherein the series of 
separators defining a plurality of continuous regions is selected from a group of 
separators consisting of lines and curves. 

17. The information processing system according to claim 16, wherein the first 
scrollable area further comprises a current selection data marker for displaying a 
graphic indicator of the current selection being displayed in the third area from the 
complete multimedia data set. 

18. The information processing system according to claim 17, wherein the first 
scrollable area further comprises means for repositioning the top of the trapezoidal 
scroll area along the first scrollable area when a user selects a region in the first 
scrollable area. 

19. The information processing system according to claim 18, wherein the 
trapezoidal scroll area further comprising a region in the plurality of continuous regions 
that contains the marker is shaded to indicate that current selection in the scrolling 
trapezoidal area. 

20. The information processing system according to claim 19, wherein the means for 
repositioning the top of the trapezoidal scroll area includes repositioning the marker in a 
region in the plurality of continuous region that is formed near the center of the base of 
the trapezoidal scroll area. 
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21 . An information processing system with a display for presenting a graphical user 
interface (GUI) for two dimensional (2-D) scrolling through at least part of a complete 
multimedia data set including still images, video, audio, and text, the information 
processing system comprising: 

a memory device for receiving parameters for a size of a complete multimedia 
data set; 

a display for presenting a GUI with a plurality of areas comprising: 

a first scrollable area for displaying a series of indicators that 
represents the complete multimedia data set; 

a second scrollable area for displaying two or more adjacent 
columns of indicators positioned parallel to the first scrollable area, the 
indicators positioned in the two or more adjacent columns so that a series 
of indicators are presented in each of the columns starting from a column 
closest to the first scrollable area contains indicators which are a subset of 
the indicators that represent the complete data set and each of the 
columns subsequently immediately adjacent to the first column contains a 
subset of the indicators in a column which closer to the first column; and 

a third area for displaying a current selection from the complete 
multimedia data set; 
a marker presented in a column furthest from the third area for designating the 
current selection from the subset of indicators so that when a user moves the marker 
from a first indicator to a second indicator within the subset of indicators, the current 
selection in the first area is changed to a new selection from the complete multimedia 
data set. 
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